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2017 — 2021 Doctor of Natural Sciences (Dr. rer. nat.) in Biology
The Center for Plant Molecular Biology (ZMBP), Eberhard Karls University of Tuebingen, Germany

Dissertation: Analyses of TALE-induced resistance and putative susceptibility genes in tomato
Principal Investigator: Prof. Dr. Thomas Lahaye (link)

2014 — 2016 Master of Science in Plant Breeding & Genetic Resources
Wageningen University & Research, the Netherlands

2010 -2012 Bachelor of Science in Agronomy
Dnipro State Agrarian and Economic University, Ukraine

Research Experience

2025 — Present Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering, University of California, Berkeley
Postdoctoral Researcher — lab of Prof. Dr. Markita Landry (link)
¢ Development and optimization of gene-editing tools for transient plant transformation.

2024 — 2025 Plant Development and Physiology Lab, Tokyo Metropolitan University, Japan
Visiting Postdoctoral Researcher | Lecturer — lab of Prof. Dr. Takashi Okamoto (link)
¢ Studying cell death execution during early zygote & fertilization-independent egg cell development;
+ DNA-free RNP-mediated gene editing in rice zygotes and non-fertilized egg cells;
e in vitro fusion of germ cells from different plant species: rice x wild rice and rice x wheat.

2021 — 2024 Institute for Molecular Physiology, Henrich Heine University of Duesseldorf, Germany
Postdoctoral Researcher — lab of Prof. Dr. Wolf Frommer (link)
+ DNA-free RNP-mediated gene editing in rice zygotes and non-fertilized egg cells;
¢ Nanoparticle-mediated delivery of gene-editing tools into plant cells;
o Development of selectable markers for plant transformation.

2021 - 2021 Department of General Genetics, ZMBP, Eberhard Karls University of Tuebingen, Germany
Research Assistant — lab of Prof. Dr. Suayib Uestuen (link)
¢ CRISPR/Cas9-mediated editing of autophagy-related genes in tomato.

2017 — 2020 Department of General Genetics, ZMBP, Eberhard Karls University of Tuebingen, Germany
Research Assistant — lab of Prof. Dr. Thomas Lahaye (link)
o Dissecting genetic pathways mediated by NLR and executor (E) proteins in tomato;
¢ Identification of putative susceptibility genes (TALE targets) in tomato;
¢ CRISPR/Cas9-mediated editing of immunity-related genes in tomato.

2016 — 2016 Plant Breeding, Wageningen University & Research, the Netherlands
Research Fellow — lab of Prof. Dr. Luisa Trindade (link)
¢ Genetic analysis and QTL mapping of cell wall components and digestibility in maize.

2015 -2016 Plant Breeding, Wageningen University & Research, the Netherlands
Research Fellow — lab of Prof. Dr. Yuling Bai (link)
¢ Identifying the role of potato "helper" NLR proteins in mediation of resistance to P. infestans.
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2023 CEPLAS Seed Fund — Funding for the development of independent and innovative projects
(10.000 EUR / =11.000 USD).

2014 Worldwide Studies Program — Scholarship covering tuition fees at Wageningen University & Research
(33.000 EUR / =36.000 USD)



mailto:kschenstniy@berkeley.edu
https://x.com/k_schenstniy
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.18456
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1111/tpj.15284
https://www.ceplas.eu/en/training-careers/ceplas-postdoc-program
https://www.worldwidestudies.org/en/about

